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US-China trade row
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-44529600
From the article, the United States has imposed three rounds of tariffs on Chinese products. This follows Trump's promise to make trade fairer for the US during his campaign for election. This move has made the US be at crossroads with its oldest trading partners, including China. The president has imposed taxes on imports from Mexico, Canada, China, and the EU to encourage consumers to buy American products. These countries have since retaliated. Trump also withdrew from the Trans-Pacific Partnership trade pact (TPP). The rationale for imposing high taxes on Chinese products is to stop unfair transfers of American technology and intellectual property to China as well as to protect jobs (Luo, 2018).  High tariffs will make products made in the US cheaper than imported ones and hence encourage consumers to buy American goods. This will help to support the national economy and boost local business.

The fact is that when a country wants to promote local consumption of its products, it discourages imports (through imposing high taxes) and this is what the US was doing. The country may also do so to avoid imported inflation (Dong & Whalley, 2012).  When imported goods are expensive, consumers buy cheap products from within its boundaries, which boosts local business. Also, when a country fears that its intellectual property may be interfered with as a result of international business, it may impose hefty tariffs on imports. The same case happens when a country fears that global trade may lead to insecurity. This is what the US was doing when it imposed tariffs on countries like China, Canada, and Mexico. In my opinion, the US was right to do so.

However, I believe that these countries were wrong to retaliate. These countries hit back by increasing their tariffs too. EU imposed tariffs on 2.8bn euros worth of US goods. Mexico did the same thing, not excluding Canada. I believe these countries were wrong to retaliate because by doing so, trade has been profoundly affected. Tit-for-tat is not a fair game. The tit-for-tat tariffs will affect all the countries as well as bring enmity between them since trading between these countries is very crucial not only to the countries themselves but the whole world. It is my view that these countries should settle their issues.
I don't agree with the author's view that the US is not in dispute with China. It is very evident that these two nations are in a trade war. The fact that the US increased its tariffs and China retaliated means that there is a dispute between the two countries. Though I do not lay blame on either the US or China, it is wise for the states to have good trading relations. The taxes they impose on each other should be reasonable. China and the United States should come together and reconcile so that such disputes and rows do not happen in the future.
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